
ALL-STAR GUIDE TO IMPROVE YOUR 

PLAYING!

HOW TO PRACTICE MUSIC
1. Study the music with your EYES first without your
instrument. - use a pencil & fingering chart

2. Check the "ROADMAP": Repetes? DS, DC, Coda's

3. Check the Key Signature & Pairs of Notes- Check tje
notes you might miss and mark them!

"PAIRS OF NOTES" -Which note is it?
FLUTES/OBOES/BASS CLEF INSTRUMENTS/MALLETS -check
these pairs: is it - Eb or E; Ab or A; D or Db; Bb or B

CLARINETS/TRUMPETS/T. SAX/BARITONE TC
- check these: is it - B or Bb; Eor Eb; C or C# ?

ALTO SAX/ BARI SAX
- check these: is it - F or F#; C or C#; G or G#; B or Bb?

FRENCH HORNS:
- check these: is it - B or Bb ; F or F#; E or Eb; A or Ab ?

PERCUSION - what Rudiments can you see?

4. CHECK ALL RHYTHMS: Can you count (outloud), clap &
Foot Tap them?. Write in the counting for any
rhythms you might miss. Subdivide the beat to be more
accurate!

5. Practice first what you CAN NOT play!! Start slow and
work to play it faster!!!

PLAYING MUSIC- Not Just Notes
1. Observe all Dynamic Marks!
2. Use RISE & Fall (when notes go up Cresc, down Descrec)
3. Play all SOFT PARTS even SOFTER!
4. Play out all the little notes! (8th, 16th etc)
5. Think of Tone: Keep your throat Open & breathe deep
6. Practice Vibrato: Check YouTube to learn how to perform

on your instrument. !

HOW TO AVOID MISTAKES
1. Play the right notes in time! Listen & Watch!
2. Long Notes: Hold for FULL value! Push the air!
3.. Rests: Count & Play the Rests!
4. Tied Notes: Count and Hold Full Value!!
5. Dotted Notes: Count & Subdivide
6. Key Changes: Circle Them: Check new pairs of notes
7. Accidentals: Check & Mark: They carry through the measure.
8. Slurred or Tongued: Make them sound different!
9. Articulation. How long/How short.
10 . Entrances: Be ready, air ready: Be on Time.
11. Releases; End the note at the right time. Don't clip

ends of phrases. Watch & Count.
12. Dynamic Marks and Rise & Fall: must should always

grow and shrink. It should never be the same.
13. WATCH THE DIRECTOR!: You should be able to see the

director & the music at the same time. If you can't raise
the stand.

14. Tune Every Note! your tone is so important!! know the
notes that are usually out of tune on your instrumentand
adjust them before you play them! Listen all around you
and match your sound!

STEPS TO GREAT TONE & INTONATION
1. Keep your instrument working! Oil, Clean, etc.
2. Woodwind: Have a good reed and one always in reserve.
3. Sit Up Tall: Heads up, back straight!
4. Both feet flat on the floor: don't cross legs or ankles
5. Have a Good Firm Embouchure: Clar/Sax top teeth on top

of the mouthpiece
6. Breathe Very Deeply; The Tummy pushes out when you

breathe in. Practice just breathing! Work on long,
sustained tones 40+ seconds.

7. Adjust your pitch to those around you! Always listen!!!!
8. Warm Up Correctly: Slow, Long Tones & Lip Slurs
9. Use a Tuner when possible. PLAY the pitch and match it.

Look at the screen to double check.
10. Learn What Notes are out of tune on your instrument

and fix them before you play them!

When starting a piece of music: Breathe with the director!! Have Fun & Make Great Music


